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THE TAUCIIHEIMER TROPHY

By

D.  Mlchae l  OrQuln l l van

and

Ben ls  M.  Frank

The Lauchhelmer Trophy 1s named 1n honor" of a nan long

ldentlf led wlth Marlne Corps narksmanshlp, Brlgadler ceneral

Charl,es H. Lauchhelner, AdJutant and Inspector of the Marhe

Corps at the tlme of h1s dealth on t4 January 1920. The trophy

wae flrEt placed ln competlt lon the followlng year and has

been awar.ded every year Elnae, to the chanplon l{arlne Corpe

rlfLe and plstol shot, exceplr for the perlod of WorLd War II

and 1951, durlng the Korean Waq, when no matches were he1d.(1)

fhe Lauchhelrner fanlly presented the trophy to the Marlne

Corps shortly afi;er the gener.alrs death to comrnemorate hts abld-

Ing lnterest ln inlLltary narksman8hlp. (2 ) Durlng the year.s

7899-1904, whlle he was Asslstant AdJutant and Inspector at

Headquarters Marlne Corps, l,auchhelmer also served as Inspector

of Target Practice and devoted a large part of h1E attentlon to

the' constructlon and lmprovernent of target ranges and the en-

couragenent of wlder partlclpatlon by Marlnes ln r1fle and pls-

to1 conpetlt lon.(3) f,ar.gety as a resutt of h1s efforts and the

foundatlons that he la1d, the Navy Departnent l8sued a general

order on 28 Aprlt 1909, dlrectlng the holding of annual poat,

lnten-postr dlvlslon, and Marl-ne Corps marksrAanshlp matches.(4)



Fron lhe beglnnlng, the baslc regulatlons which establlshed

who may cornpete for the Lauchhelmer Trophy have renaLned essen-

t1a1ly the same, Itls awarded to the Marlne offlcer or entlsted

man wfio attalns the hlghest aggregate score ln the 1nd1v1dual

r1f1e and plstol competltlon 1n the Marlne Corps Matches. Tbe

current dlrectlve governlng the conduct of srnall-arms narxsman_

6h1p, Marlne Corps order 359I.2 ot 25 tranuary 1"962, states that

ln order to qual.lly as a partlclpant 1n lrhe Marlne Corps Matches,

a competltor flrst must be awarded a rlfle or plstol badge ln

one of the Dlvl.slon tlatches conducted that sane year. Conpetl-

tors who thereby become ellglb1e to compete 1n the Marlne Corps

Indlvldual RlfLe (or plstoL) Match nay enter bhe Marlne Corps

IndLvLdual P1sto1 (or Rlfte) Match to flre for a score to be

consldered 1n connectlon wlth the award of the Lauchhelmer

Trophy.(5) As evldence of wlnnlng the Trophy, whlch ls kept at

Headquarters Manlne Corps except durlng the actual competltlon,

the lndlvldua] placlng flrst ha8 h1s name engraved on the Trophy

and 1s glven a gold medal and a letber of corunendatlon by the

Connnandant. Sllver and bronze medaLs are glven to those plac-

lng second and thlrd. (6)

Inlt1al1y, In 1921, lrhe course prescrlbed for the rlfle

was as follows: ( 7 )
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Stage Range Type T 1ne Rounds Pos l t lon

f s t

2d

3d

+En

T"t.1
Rounds

3OO yds
500 ydg
600 ydg
2OO yds
3O0 yds
5OO ydg

Repeat

10@ yds

Repeat

Slow
S low
Slow
Rapld
Rapld
Raptd

ls t

Slow

3d

I mIn/shat
l nlnlshot
l nlnlshot
I mln
I rnln 10 sec
1 nln 20 sec

Stage

1+ nln/shot

Stage

10
10
10
10
10
10

10
t p r u s  ?
slehtlng
sno  f , 8 ,

10

A
A
B
D
D
D

c

c

Standlng
S 1tlKnee l
Prone
S 1tlKne e 1
Prone
Prone

Prone

Prone

140

The fol.Low1ng counse was prescr.lbed I 'o r  the  p ls to l :  (8 )

Range Tvpe Tlne Roundg Tgt

' 'L ' ,50 yds
75 yds
25 yds
50 yds
15 yd6
25 yds
:- . --:--' 10 r4  r
Rouhds

Sl. ow
Slow
SL ow
Rapld
Rapld
Qutok

30 sec pen shot
30 sec per shot
30 eec per Bhot
30 sec per  7  rds
15 Gec per  7  rds
15 sec per 7 rd8

l 4

84

Whlle the ba61c condltlons of the agrard have remalned
substantlal:Ly unchanged sJ.nce 1921, certaln modlflcatlons have
been nade, from tlne to tlme, 1n the method of scorlng. ,the

rnost baslc of these occurred In l_93O when, for the f,1rst t lme,
the plstol was placed on a par wlth the rj-f le. pnlor to that,
the conputation of wlnnlng scores had been done accordlng to a
welghted fo!'mula. As onlglnally prescrlbed ln 1921, the Bcorlns



was arrlved at by niultlplylng the rlf1e score by ?1 and the
plstot scone by p9 and dlv1d1ng the product by 1OO.(9) Thls
was revlsed ln 19p8 when the factor for the nlfle became 4A.9
and jT. I  for  the p ls to l , (10)  Und""  the then prescr lbed courses,
1t was posslble to score BOO po1nt6 wlth the rlf1e and 600 pol_nts
!r1th the plstot. In 1930, the adoptlon of a new rlt.fe course
placed the rll1e and the p16to1 on a par wlth 600 posslble polnts

each. The old method of multlpLylng the scores by a l.lxed num_
ber  was d lscanded,  and a system of  sco/ lng,  s t l1 l  ln  u€e,  came
lnto be1ng.\r.l,l At the same tlme an elaborate schene of break_
lng tles was prescrlbed favorlng the rlfLe over the pt"tof,(12)

Although thls partlcutar formula has become obsolete, and has
been deleted fnom the Marlne ConpB Manuat slnce 1940, the prl._

orlty of the r1f1e score has renained. Thls prlncLpLe was tn_
voked 1n the matches of \956, when Sergeant phlllp c. Gerdes
and MaJor Rlchard J, Hardaway tLed wlth LtOO polnts each out
of a posslble 1200. Flrst place was awarded to Gerdes by vlrtue

of  h ls  h lgher  x111s sqqr6. (13)

Tles for second place have been more cormoonplace, ocsurrlng

1n 1930, 1935, 1938, 1953, and 1960. In eact! caEe, the hlsher
p1f,Le Bcore earned the conpetltor second place and the sllven

.medal. The problem of tles 1n the Lauchhelmer Trophy compert_

tlon has been resolved by a provlslon of Marlne Corps order

359I.2, It state8 thab numerlcal tles w1l1 be declded ln the
folLowlng order: a. the greatest number of hlts nade 1n the
V-rlng and the butlr8 eye; b. the hlghest ranklng total score

ln the rlf1e match; c. the hlghest ranklng totaL score wlth

the rlfLe at the longest t"angs.(I4)



Another category of change 1n the awardlng of the Lauch-

helmer Trophy has lnvolved the types of courses flred, although,

r,r1th the exceptlon of those effected 1n 1930, these changes have

nade no dlrect lnpact upon the nethod of acorlng. To enumerate

these 1n a bxlef accgunlt of the Lauchheftner Trophy would serve

11ttle useful purpose. Changes of thls Fort have not been pe-

cullar to thl8 partlcular trophy. An example of thls type of

change concerned the ten rounds slow flre at 5oo-yards whlch uas

pnescrlbed for the rlfLe matches ln 1930. Thts vras dropped 1n

1956, and replaced by ten addlttonal rounds of standlng slow

flre at 2oo-yards.

At the present ttme the course prescrlbed for the rlfle ls

a s  f o f l o w s :  ( r ) J

Range Type Tllne Rounds Posl t lon

200 yd8

2O0 yds

3Oo ydB

600 yds

SLow

Rapld

Rapld

SLow

20 nln

50 Eec

60 sec

20 mln

20

10

10

20

A

A

B

Standlnq
1^f f  hr ; ' i  \

Slttlng
(frorn standlng )
Prone
(fnorn standlng )
Prone

Total-
Rounds 60
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The course prescr lbed for  the ca l iber  .45 pt " to l  fs , (16)

Range

5O yds

yds

yds

Tlrne Rounds

Slow

Tlmed

Rapld

20

10

fO nln

sec per  5  nds

sec per  5  rds

t o

10

10

t'O yd s
s 1ow-f 1re

25 yds
tlmed & nepld

25 yds
tlned & rapld

Tota l
Rounds 30

Both courses are flred twlce.

There has been one obher change 1n the Lauchhelmer Trophy
whlch has nothlng to do wlth the condllrlons under whlch 11, 1s
awarded but whlch ls belleved worthy of note. The Trophy orlg_
lna1ly conslsted of a lange unadorned. wooden shleld beartng ln

the center  an oval "  bronze pfaque Showlng a bas_reL1el .o f  Mar lnes
1n an assault with banner8 flyhg, Inscr,lbed thereon 1s the

name of the Trophy and 1ts donor. Beneath are 14 small shlelds

superlmposed on the bronze plaque. Here wene inscrlbed the

nanes of the wlnners of the Trophy. The Trophy was, nowever,

to be longen-11ved than these 14 shlelds predlcted. Thus, by

1935, gpace to show wlnnerar names was exhausted, and ln 1936,

24 61n11ar shlelds were added. These c .cle bhe br:onze plaqrrs.(17.)

Because Manlne Corps Matches were not hefd durlng the perlod

194I-7945 and ln 1951, there were no Lauchhelmer. Trophy w1nners

1n those years. As a result, extra shlelds w111 not have ro De

added to the plaque unt11 after the l!64 award wlnner,s name 1s

lnsc r.1bed.
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Desplte minor changeE ln the rules governlng lt6 award,

the Lauchhelner" Trophy has renalned through the years the pre-

emlnent tar"get fon Marlne shooters, Even the records actrleved

ln the flrst s1x years of the awardlng of the Tl"ophy were auE-
plclou8 for the filture I Gunnery Sergeant John M, Thona8 who
placed flrst 1n the 1921 conpetltlon r.epeated h1E per.formance

ln 1922 and 1923, placed Becond ln 1924 and f9?5 and thlrd tn

1926. Surpas8lng thle record lE the one of Captaln

W1Ll1am W. McMllLan, Jr., who has won a total of foun gold

nedalB ( t955,  7959,  1961,  and 1962) ,  and one s l fver  nedaL (1954) .

In wlnnlng the 1959, 1961., and 1962 awards, Caplraln McM1LLan

record.ed the three hlghest aggregate acorea ln the hlstory of

tbe Tnophy.

A detalLed account of competltlons for the Lauohhelnen

Trophy ae weLL as other" Marlne Corps rlfLe and plstol conpetl_

tlon8 may be found ln The HlEtony of Mar.rtne Corps Conpetltlve

Marksmanshlp by MaJor  Rober t  E.  Barde,  USMC,(18)
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NOTES

(1)  Mar lne Corps Genera l  Order  No.  2  (Ser les 1921) ,  t2 tan21;
see Appendlx for wlnners and yearB of competltlon fron the
fifes of Decoratlons and Medals Branch, HQMC.

\ 2 )

( 3 )

L e a t h g r n e c k ,  v . 4 , n o .  1 4  ( 1 F e b 2 1 ) J  p .  1 .

Fo lder  t 'Lauchhe lner ,  Char les  W. , "  B lograph lca l  F11es,
Archlves, HQMC; Annual Reports of bhe Condnandant of the
Marlne corps, fqgg-r tOa;-b""+^-.

(4) Annuaf ReDort of the conxnandant of the Marlne Corps, f9!9,p, -IOEo;--

(5) Iviartne-.Cgrps afier 359!.2, dtd Z5Jan6Z, enctosure 1,
p a t a .  z . 5 .

(6)  tqarrne Corps Order  359f€,  d to  Z5Jan6Z,  para.  6 .n . (6) .

(7)  Mar lne Corps ManuaL,  l9?f , '  paras.  5oB(1)  and 530(19) .

( 8 )  I b 1 d . ,  p a r a s ,  5 0 8 ( 2 ) ,  ( 3 2 ) ,  a n a  ( 3 8 ) .

( 9 )  r b l d , ,  p a r a .  5 3 0 ( 4 7 ) .

(LO) Mar lne corps Manual ,  1926,  (ch,  3) ,  par .a .  5-31.

(11)  Cl rcu lar  Let ter  No.  B0 of  25Jan30,  Dl rector ,  D lv ls lon of
Operat lons and ' I ra ln lng merno 2!86 (Ao-155-es)  to  MaJor
Genera l  Comnandant ,  12Jun3O (Genera l  F11e Folder  ? l too-3o,
N o .  l . ,  " c o m p e t l t l o n s - - M a t c h e s , '  1 A p r 3 0 - 3 O J u n 3 1 ) .

( 1 2 )

f r ? )

( 1 4 )

( 1 5 )

( r 6 )
(  1 7 \

(  1 8 ) Ma, io r  Roberb  E.  Bacde.  USMC.  The H lsborv  o f  Mar - lne
!_g!p:-q1!-ye Marksmanshlp ( w a snTn[t67]-- tuErtsmEiEIrp

f.931, para, 5-31(3 ) .

v .  1 3 r  n o .  2 4  ( 1 5  J u n  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p ,  1 .

Marlne Corps

Parr ls  Is land

Manual ,

B o o t ,

Mar lne  Corps  Arder  359L,2 ,  d td  25Jan62,  enc l .  l ,  para ,  ) .5 .7 .

Mar ine  Corp$ Or :der  3591.2 ,  dxd  25Jan62,  enc l .  1 ,  para .  11 .1 .

I b i d .  .  D a r a .  l f  . 2 .

D l rec to r ,  D lv ls lon  o f  opera t lons  and Tra ln lng  memo AO-130-
Jch  to  MaJor  Cenera l  Corunandant ,  l rALrg36 (Cenera l  F l le
Fo1der 2465-25, 1932-1938) ,

Branch,
G-3 D1v, IialC;Tt6T) .



Appendlx

LAUC}IHEIIMR TROPHY MATCH WINNERS

Wlnner Score AwardYear
' I q 2 l

1cr22

' I  A2?

r a2lr

1926

1 4 2 7

1928

' r o20

1930

' r o ? r

GySst
lBtLt
CySgt

GySgt

cp1

GySet
1s Ll,t
CySgt

l- s tLt
GySgt
set

GySet
sst

cpl
1s t l t
GySet

sc1,
GySet
l  s tL t

cp l
sst

1s ttt
l s tL t

CySgt
cp1

893.48
886
861

883.37
880.65
u7b .33

999,3r2
976 .226
969 .498

1010.228
1OO1 .992
999 .500

1004.874
1004. 738
1004.026

1009.228
1004.942

1020.84
1016.96
r_009.32

625.) "O2
624 . a99
616 .679

625 ,53\
622 ,824
620 .BI2

1082
1061
l-061

1OB3
1068
1065

Go 1d
S l fver
Bronze

Gold
S l lver
Bronze

Go 1d
Sl fver
Bronze

Gofd
S1 lver
Bronze

Gol  d
S l1ver
Bronze

Gold
S lLven
Bronze

0o ld
S 11ve r
Bronze

GoLd
S11ver
Bronze

Gold
Sllver
Bronze

Gofd
S l l ve r
B?onze

Gofd
S  l  l ve r
Bronze

John lvl. Thonas
W. J, Whatlng
T.  A .  T leken

John M. Thomas
Joseph Jackson
J .  R.  Tucker

John M. Thomas
W. J, Whallng
I{. M. Bal:Iey

Raynlond T. Pre Fne11
John M. ThonaB
Jarne s ll , 1\c ker

Jacob Lelnhard
John M. Thonas
,I. Blakley

Edward Russe]l
Ratrmond T, Presnell
,Iohn M. Thomas

Jane s R, Tuoker
H.  M,  Ba l ley
Raynond T, ?resnell

Edward Russell
James R. Tucker
W.  F .  Pu lver

Raynond f. PresnelL
W. J. WhaIlrlg
Jacob Lelnhard

Henry M. Ba11ey
C. 1 Lalne
P. W. labme

Gysgt MorrlE Flsher
lstl,t llajmond T. Pre snell
Pvt Edward V. Seeser
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1 0 ? 2

I O ?/r

Ly 30

1 0 ? 7

1938

'10?o

1940

' r 041 -
't olrc

1946

I olrT

r.948

1O75
1063
r.061

1o82
r.078
1 oqo

1049
1048
t044

7O72
1060
1060

1093
1085
1081

1108
r-o74
IOT2

1110
1108
r.r.08

ro99
L093
109O

1102
1084
r.074

1088
IOT6
1068

r"098
ro97

1108
1107
1102

1110' 1 1 . ) 4

1102

0old
S1lver
Bnonze

qoLd
S11ver
Bronze

Gold
Sllver
Bronze

Gold
Sl1ven
Bronze

Oold
S1lver
Bronze

Gold
Sll-ver
Bronze

Cold
S lLver
Bronze

Oold
S11ver
Bnonze

Gold
S11ver
Bronze

Gysgt John Blak]ey
cysgt Henry M. Ba1ley
ChMan0un }Ienry Boschen

Gysgt llea!"y M. Ba11ey
Pvt Salvatore J, Bartlettl
Capt Raymond T. Fresnell

Cp1 Salvatore J, BartLettl
Sgt F. S, Ilanlrlck ,
Pfc R. F. Mcl.,lahlll

Cysgt John 31ak1ey
lstl,t lon M, Bethel
Pvt John 0. Jones

Cpl Robent E. Schneenan
2dI,t Davld S, McDougaL
Cpl John E. Heath

Cpl W1Ll.lam D. L1nfoolt
Cpl Albert N. Moore
Capt WLlLlam W. Davld8on

sgt
sgt
sgt

Bnoox E. CLenents
WllLtam D. Llndfoot
ThurtrEn E. Barrlen

Sgt Robex't E. Schneenan
Pfc Vlto Perna
Sgt John E. Heath

Pfc Mar.k l,I. Bl1l1ng
Sgt Malcolrn J. Houand
2dlt Noah J. Rodeheffer

r rw vvnrPs v r  u rer r

Oysgt Theodore F. Wade
Ltool Noah J. Rodeheffer
Gysgt P6rcy }'l. Hawes

MSgt l.lalte.r E. Fletcher
WO Mark W. B1lllng
Capt Thu].nan E. Barr.ler

MSgt Thona8 R. Mltchell-
TSgt Walter L. Devlne
TSgt Fred H. Butoher, Jn.

CWo Mark W. Bullng
W0 Anron J. Seal.ey
TSgt Walter L. Devl.ne

GoLd
Sl1ver
Bnonz€

Gold
Sl1vsr
Bronz€

Oold
SlLven
Bronze

0o1d
Sll,ver
Bronze

l olro
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1950

1 0 q l

I  q q 2

1 q 6 ?

7954

1956

I  q67

7958

I  q 5 0

1960

1-96r

'I 
O62

r.116
]t 12
1111

Cold
S1lver
Br.onze

Cold
S11ver
Bronze

cold
Sll.ver
Bronze

Gold
S1lven
Bronze

uotcl
SlLver
Bronze

GoLd
S11ver
Eronze

0o1d
S1lver
Bronze

Gold
S1lven
Bronze

Oold
Sl lver
Bronze

Gold
S1lv er
Bronze

Gold
Slfver
Bronze

Gol.d
S1lver
Bronze

Capt Jotur M. Jagoda
SSgt Joseph A. Jag1e11o
TSgt Alfonzo Jurado

No competltlon

MSgt Jewe1l
2dl,t Robert
Capt Vlctor

Palner
Martln
Brown

2dl,t Robert E. Mantln
MSgt Vlrg11 F. I{ltter
TSgt Charles R. i{napp

LEtlt Robert E. Martln
2dlt W1lllan W, McMlflan, Jr.
lstLt Joe P. Taylor

te t I , t  Wl lL lam W. McMt1tan,  Jr .
lstl,b Robent E. MartLn
Capt Chester E. ReeBe

Sgt PhLllp G. cer.des
{ul Rlchard J, Hardaway (usMcR)
Capt Max L. Darllng

Capt Stanloy MttLar
Pfc LesLle M. fiunt
SSgt Ednond S. Sarver

ry?J Rlchard J. Hardanay (USMCR)
SSgt Donald D. Thorne
SSgt Anthony ltuccl

Capt  W11l1am W. McMl t tan,  Jr .
AMSet  "L ' i ' rJ"  Cr .eech
LBtl,t James L. Roach

ASgt L. M, Hunt
Capt H. W. Newton
lstsgt J. M. Kozak

Capt Wllllarn W. McMtllan, Jr,
Sgt L. L. Hausman
Sgt A. Vltarbo

Capt i,,11111am W. MclvlllLan, Jr.
MSgt  R.  C.  Cox
W0 Anthony Mucc 1

c .
F

1120
1104
1100

1108
1r06
1106

1120
1r1.3
t  110

1123
1101
rog2

1100
1100
1099

11r6

L11L

rL30
1128
II27
' t t K o

1 I 6 , k
rL47

1 1 1 J 7

1 1 4 1
1141

i 1 4.7
' I I 6 l

1148

1161
1160
l  l q R

1t_




